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What is a case study?



•

•

•

•



What circumstances require a case 

study to be registered at UNE?



•

outside the workforce of the 
HIPAA covered entity

•
prior to the case study publication 
or presentation

•

•

•

•

Workforce: Employees, volunteers, trainees, and 

other persons whose conduct, in the performance of 

work for a covered entity, is under the control of such 

covered entity whether or not they are paid by the 

covered entity

Covered Entity: A health plan, a health 

care clearinghouse, or a health care 

provider who transmits any health 

information in electronic format

UNE has…

➢ 1 covered entity; and

➢ 1 workforce 

(comprised of 4 

designated health 

care components)



•

•

•



What circumstances would NOT 

require a case study to be 

registered at UNE?



•
within the workforce of 

the HIPAA covered entity 

•

•

•

•

•

Case studies are often discussed or shared as 

part of routine health care operations to 

improve future patient care and/or to 

educate/train the workforce



Is a case study considered 

to be research?



• •

•

•



Do I need to obtain 

HIPAA authorization and/or 

patient consent for case studies 

that require registration? 



•

•

before the 
patient’s PHI is disclosed outside of 
the HIPAA covered entity as part of 
the published or presented case 
study

•

before the case study 
is published or presented to an 
audience outside of the HIPAA 
covered entity

•

Note: Ignoring this requirement can result in 

rejection from the publisher, or worse – ruin your 

relationship/reputation with the patient



What are the 

18 HIPAA identifiers?



When a case study describes a unique or rare 

circumstance, it may be difficult or impossible to de-

identify the case such that there is no reasonable 

expectation that the patient can be identified. In such 

cases, HIPAA authorization is required.



What is the process for obtaining 

HIPAA authorization and/or patient 

consent for a case study when 

registration is required?



•

•

•

https://www.une.edu/research/integrity/irb


What is the process for 

submitting an application 

for case study review?



https://www.une.edu/research/integrity/irb
mailto:irb@une.edu


•

•

•

•

•

•

Referenced applications can be found on the UNE IRB website

https://www.une.edu/research/integrity/irb


Questions?


